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DWS and partners target farming communities in celebration of global hand 

washing day  

 

12 October 2021 

The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)in North West, working together with the Department 

of Health, District and Local Municipalities and other stakeholders will host a number of activities to 

commemorate the Global Handwashing Day from 12 to 15 October 2021. 

The Global Handwashing Day is an international event commemorated annually on 15 of October in a 

bid to motivate and mobilize the public about the importance of hand washing with soap as an 

effective and affordable way to prevent diseases and save lives. 

Through the campaign, DWS and partners intend to encourage behavioural change and get 

communities to actively engage in good hand hygiene practices as part of promoting good health.  

The global hand wash campaign provides an opportunity to put the spotlight on the importance of 

good handwashing and hygiene practices and as a result re-emphasize and capacitate individuals in 

different settings.  

The event will be conducted through health activations across the North West Province focusing on 

farming communities.  

According to Rabasotho Kolokoto from DWS, the activities will include the development and use of 
tippy tap for access to hand wash facility and demonstration of hand washing techniques. 
 
“We also intend to promote hand wash practices with clean water and soap often and at critical times 
(before preparing food and eating, after visiting a toilet, etc.) and to promote the correct use of 
sanitizer in public spaces”, said Kolokoto. 
 
Mr Kolokoto also highlighted that washing hands regularly with soap is the most effective and 
inexpensive way to reduce the spread of diseases. Thus, everyone has to heed the call of making 
hand washing a habit. 
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For more information contact Sputnik Ratau, Spokesperson for the Department of Water and 

Sanitation on 082 874 2942  

 

For media releases, speeches and news visit the Water & Sanitation portal at: 

http://www.dws.gov.za/ 
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